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The following is in response to the Office Action dated November 6, 2002: 
Amendments: 

To the Claims: 



Please cancel claims 1-11 without prejudice 
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Remarks Regarding Claims Amendments: 

Claims 1-11 have been canceled without prejudice for the sole purpose of placing the 
application in a condition of immediate allowance. Applicants reserve the right to file a 
continuation/divisional application with the canceled claims. 

The claims as amended are submitted as being clearly distinct and patentable over the art 
of record and therefore their entry and allowance by the Examiner is requested. 
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In Response to the Office Action; 



serial No.: 09/763,239 
Confirmation No.: 5401 
Applicant: Carl K. Smith et al. 
Atty. Ref.: 1 1 836.0704.NPUS00 

RECEIVED 

F EB 1 2 2003 

TC 1 700 

Rejection Under 35 USC § 101: 

Claim 1 1 has been rejected under 35 USC § 101 as being directed to non-statutory subject 
matter. This rejection has been obviated by the Applicant's cancellation of claim 1 1 without 
prejudice. 

Applicants ask that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the rejection. 



First Rejection Under 35 USC § 1 12, second paragraph: 

Claims 1-8 were rejected under 35 USC §112, second paragraph as allegedly being 
indefinite and filing to particularly point out the Applicant's invention. 

Claims 1-8 have been canceled without prejudice in the amendments above. 

Applicants submit that the above amendments obviate the rejection of the claims under 
35 USC §112, second paragraph and thus ask that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the 
rejection. 

Rejections Under 35 USC § 102: 

Claims 1-3, and 5-10 have been rejected under 35 USC §102 as allegedly being 
anticipated by Derand et al. , macromolecules, vol. 29, pages 8770-8775, (1996). 

Claims 1-8 have been rejected under 35 USC §102 as allegedly being anticipated by EP 
306449. 

Claims 1-8 have been rejected under 35 USC §102 as allegedly being anticipated by DE 
2312616. 

Claims 1, 2, 9 and 10 have been rejected under 35 USC §102 as allegedly being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,739,212 issued to Wutz et al. 

Applicants submit that the § 102 rejections have been obviated by the cancellation of 
claims 1-10 without prejudice and request that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the 
rejection. 
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Serial No.: 09/763,239 
Confirmation No.: 5401 
Applicant: Carl K. Smith et al. 
Atty. Ref.: 1 1836.0704.NPUS00 



The undersigned representative requests any extension of time that may be deemed 
^^l^^fiecessary to further the prosecution of this application. 

The undersigned representative authorizes the Commissioner to charge any additional fees 
under 37 C.F.R. 1.16 or 1.17 that may be required, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account 
No. 01-2508, referencing Order No. 1 1836.0704.NPUS00. 

In order to facilitate the resolution of any issues or questions presented by this paper, the 
Examiner should directly contact the undersigned by phone to further the discussion. 



Respectfully submitted, > / Sr*** 

Carter J. White, Ph.D. ^ 1 7n 

Patent Attorney / UQ 



Reg. No. 41.374 

Tel. 713-268-1372 

Date: &R<,b'&Z 
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